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The 2010-11 year has been a busy one for DrongO. For the first time ever, we now appear to exist in BOF's books as a club with a committee, and I thank Mark Bown and Mark Collis for taking on the roles of treasurer and secretary, respectively. I am also really grateful to Ben Stevens who, despite changing allegiance to the dark blues for his PhD years, has enthusiastically taken on the job of creating and maintaining a DrongO website, which has made us a little bit more visible. I am still actively looking for a newsletter editor, with people having been approached and replies being keenly awaited.

On the note of the newsletter, a huge thank you to Eric Roller for doing such a great job of the newsletter for 3 years until January, finishing off with a fantastic bumper issue for the 40th anniversary newsletter.

The 40th anniversary dinner at St John's College in January, organised with the help of CUOC committee members Ben Windsor and Huw Grange, was a great success, with a spread of matriculation years attending, going all the way from the 1970s to the 2010s. It was nice to meet some of the current students and we heard a little about CUOC in the 1970s from one of the early members, Colin Duckworth, and about CUOC in the 2010s from captain Ben Windsor. You will be pleased to know that hearing all about the sociable lunches from the early days, the current crop of enthusiastic CUOC members decided to re-adopt the tradition after a 10 year gap. I sincerely hope that the current enthusiasm of CUOCers will last into their DrongO years and we can significantly youthen (or youngify) the DrongO committee over the next few years!

In March/early April, the Cambridge/Oxford focussed competition of the year took place in the Czech Republic, with a DrongO-organised Varsity Match in the rocky sandstone terrain around Doksy. The organisation was helped by the contacts that Petr Luksan had from his Czech orienteering days, and most of the on-the-ground work was done by Radek Novotn}, a Czech national O team manager. The race itself was preceded by several days of training, with a total of about 30 people attending overall. The DrongO contingent was a little select, with only three of us there (JOK wouldn't let us count Ben Stevens and Vaclav Potesil as they were running for OUOC!), but the CUOC contingent outnumbered OUOC by far, which should bode well for future years in both CUOC and DrongO. Results-wise, JOK retained the JOK-DrongO team trophy, with the two individual alumni trophies awarded in their inaugural year to Edward Catmur (JOK) and Blanka Collis (DrongO). The student race was dominated by Cambridge on the women's side (Mairead Rocke individual winner, Cambridge team
winners) and by Oxford on the men's side (Peter Hodkinson and Oxford men were winners).

At the JK in Northern Ireland, some DrongO members and friends met up for a pub dinner, which was a nice sociable occasion, enjoyed by all who attended. 
Most recently, the CUOC/DrongO link has grown, with some DrongO members seen at the CUOC post-exam training weekend in Norway.

DrongO members have not been just socialising over the year, they have also been competing, with some great results at the big events (JK and the various British Champs). This included two silvers (Rachael Elder and Jenny Peel) and two bronzes (Quentin Harding and Alison Harding) at the British near Sheffield, two golds (Quenting Harding and Jenny Peel) and a bronze (Rachael
Elder) at the JK Sprint, and a win in the overall JK results (Jenny Peel). As the events happen, I have tried to highlight other DrongO results on the website but it is sometimes difficult to spot DrongOs hiding under other clubs' 
pseudonyms (particularly if they're female and have changed their names since their CUOC days!) - if you do spot any DrongOs in event results that I don't, then do highlight them to me for future reference. Finally, congratulations to Rachael Elder who has been selected to represent Great Britain at the World Champs in France later this month.

To finish off, I'd like to draw your attention to three dates looking forward to the coming year. On 22nd October 2011, the 2nd Cambridge City Race is taking place, promising to be a great event and I would encourage you to make the effort to support CUOC and attend. Secondly, the Varsity Match in 2012 will be on Burnham Beeches (near Slough) over the weekend of 10th/11th March, and it would be great to see a good DrongO turnout at an event within easy reach of many parts of the UK. And finally, CUOC are organising the British Uni Champs 2012 in the Lake District on 17th/18th March and have kindly asked for support from DrongO (and JOK, I believe) in terms of on-the-day help - do consider coming, especially if you live within a reasonable distance of the Lakes, it will be much appreciated by the students, and I am sure it will be possible to get some helper runs.

For now, enjoy your orienteering and see you in the forest somewhere!

Blanka Collis, DrongO, 2/8/2011

